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1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Stanley D. Ference III on 07/08/04. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . Method of selecting a proxy cache, said method comprising the steps of: 
defining a plurality of proxy caches into which a URL is capable of being hashed; 
identifying a candidate set of proxy caches, wherein said identifying comprises: 

hashing the URL into an anchor hash partition in a hashing space; 

forming a candidate set of hash partitions by including one or more nearby 
partitions in the hashing space into said anchor hash partition; 

mapping each partition to a proxy cache; and 

selecting a proxy cache from the candidate set at least on the basis of latency. 

8. The method according to Claim 1, wherein the nearby partitions comprise 
partitions with hash values greater than that of the anchor partition. 

9. The method according to Claim 1, wherein the nearby partitions comprise 
partitions with hash values less than that of the anchor partition. 
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10. The method according to Claim 1, wherein the nearby partitions comprise 
partitions with hash values both greater and less than that of the anchor partition. 

1 1 . The method according to Claim 1, wherein said mapping step comprises 
hashing each hash partition into a number between 1 and P, wherein P represents the total 
number of proxies. 

12. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said mapping step further 

comprises: 

for each proxy, generating N/P random numbers between 0 and 1, wherein A/^ represents 
the total number of hash partitions and # represents the total number of proxies; 

generating a proxy list by sorting the corresponding N random numbers generated; and 
assigning each hash partition to one proxy based on the sorted proxy list. 

27. A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for selecting a proxy 
cache, said method steps comprising: 

defining a plurality of proxy caches into which a URL is capable of being hashed; 

identifying a candidate set of proxy caches, wherein said identifying comprises: 

hashing the URL into an anchor hash partition in a hashing space; 

forming a candidate set of hash partitions by including one or more nearby 
partitions in the hashing space into said anchor hash partition; 

mapping each partition to a proxy cache; and 

selecting a proxy cache from the candidate set at least on the basis of latency. - 
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3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9673. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on (703) 308-5221. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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